
Mittei lungen. 

Semi-Centennial of the American Oriental Society. 
The annual meeting of the American Oriental Society-

was held during Easter week, April 6, 7 and 8, 1893, at 
Boston and Cambridge, Massachusetts. The meeting was one 
of special interest in the history of Oriental studies in Ame-
rica, as this was the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of 
the Society. 

The organization of this association was begun in Oct. 
1842; its first incorporated meeting as the 'American Oriental 
Society' for the study of the languages, antiquities, and reli-
gions of the East, was held at Boston April 7, 1843. The 
second day of the present meeting in Boston was therefore 
an anniversary session, and the afternoon was devoted to 
addresses and to reminiscences regarding the history of the 
Society, which happens tobe two years the senior of the Ger-
man Oriental Society, though younger, of course, than the 
Royal Asiatic Society or the Société Asiatique. 

The President of the Society, Dr. William Hayes Ward, 
of New York, presided over the meetings, and four sessions 
were held for presentation of papers and for discussion. Some 
fifty members were present. 

In the Semitic department a number of papers were 
read, and several interesting comunications were made. 
Professer Paul Haupt (Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore) 
showed how modern reproductions of ancient Babylonian tab-
lets. might be made for use with classes and for illustrations. 
Dr. Haupt also announced a new critical edition of the Sacred 
Books of the Old Testament. Among the characteristics of 
this edition will be a system of printing in colors, to denote 
passages of different age or correctness in the text. Other 
Biblical subjects were treated by Prof. H. G. Mitchell (Boston 
University), and Rev. W. H. Hazard (Harvard, Cambridge). 
Some Phoenician glass objects in the Harvard Semitic Museum 
were described by Prof. D. G. Lyon (Harvard University);, 
and several Arabic papers were presented by Drs. C. C. Torrey,. 
J . Orne and F. T. Chester. Communications from the field 
of Egyptology and Assyriology came from Dr. W. C. Winslow 
and G. A. Reisner. 

In the Indo-Germanic division sixteen papers were brought 
forward. Prof. W. D. Whitney (Yale University, New Haven) 
sent a paper on 'Recent Studies in Hindu Grammar'. This 
paper, it may be interesting to note, is the eighty-eighth 
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which Professor Whitney in his long connection with the 
society has presented. In the paper, mention was made, among 
others, of some of the recent studies by Br. Liebich and by 
Otto R. Franke, of Berlin, in the field of the Hindu grammarians. 

Prof. C. R. Lanman (Harvard) made several communica-
tions. One of these was a paper dealing critically with the 
'Buddhist form of the Vedic Legend about Atri and the 
Eclipse of the Sun'; the second was an emendation of the 
text (svanubhavo) Katha-sarit-sagara 3. 37; the third was de-
moted to 'Pali Grammatical Notes'. He also described and 
presented before the society a Nepaulese manuscript of the 
'Lanka-avatara'. 

Prof. M. Bloomfield (Johns Hopkins) sent a paper on 
"The Story of Mudgala and Mudgalani', and another on 'The 
meaning of the word gtishma'. Dr. Bloomfield also treated 
'The once-used word ruj&nas and haplographia in the Veda'. 
As an etymology of the word uloka, he offered the sugge-
stion uru-loka, u[lu]l6kd, uloTcd. 

Dr. H. Oertel (Yale) announced an edition of 'the Jaimi-
nlya Upanishad Brahman a' which is in preparation; and Dr. 
E. W. Fay (University of Texas) added a communication re-
garding his work on 'Six Parigishtas of the Atharva-Veda, 
Text and Translation'. Prof. H. C. Tolman, (University of 
Wisconsin) gave a discussion of CA possible meaning of su 
in the Rig-Veda. 

Mr. H. C. Warren (Cambridge, Mass.) presented a critical 
paper on the 'Buddhist Chain of Causation', in which he 
offered some new suggestions regarding the connection bet-
ween the links of the chain, and their sequence. 

Some 'Sanskrit-Avestan Notes' were brought forward by 
Prof. A. V. W. Jackson (Columbia College, New York), sugge-
sting, among other points, a connection between Skt. achaya, 
Rig-Veda 10. 27. 14 and Av. asaya Ys. 57. 27, and discussing 
the relation of Skt. gambh-i-rd, gabh-i-rd and Av. guf-ra 
(*gmf-ra); Mr. Jackson presented also a paper on 'The Doc-
trine of the Resurrection among the Ancient Persians'. 

Oriental philosophy was represented by Mr. P. E. More 
(Harvard) in an essay on 'Manichaeism' in which he discussed 
the various elements that entered into the system and em-
phasized especially certain points of influence of Hindu thought 
upon Mani's views. 

At the annual election of officers Dr. D. C. Gilman, 
President of Johns Hopkins University, was chosen president 
of the Society for the ensuing year. 

New-York. A. V. Wil l iams Jackson . 
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